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FLAMMABLE LIQUID FIRE SAFETY

Nearly every plant utilizes flammable liq-
uids. However, not all workers realize that 
these particular liquids are some of the 
most deadly, dangerous fire hazards that 
exist.

Because the vapors from flammable liquids 
have a low flash point, they are extremely 
reactive to even the smallest spark. Even 
a spark from static electricity can ignite 
them. What is the best way to avoid the 
potential devastation when dealing with 
chemicals that are so volatile?

If you take the time to answer a few simple 
questions, you may well be able to take cor-
rective action, if needed, to avoid ignition. 

• Are the drums and pipe connections 
through which the vapor and/or liquid 
travel tight?

• Are the storage containers for flammable 
liquids kept closed when not in use?
• Are any spills of combustible liquid im-
mediately cleared up?

• Are gasoline and/or other flammable 
liquids stored in an approved, properly 
marked container?
• Is combustible waste stored in approved, 
covered metal receptacles and removed 
daily?
 
• Are the storage cabinets appropriately 
marked with “Flammable – Keep Fire 
Away” and do workers comply with the 
warning?

• Are we consistent in removing only a 
one-day supply of hazardous liquids from 
the storage area?

• Is the LP storage area shielded to keep 
vehicles from damaging them?

• Do all LP storage tanks have appropriate 
signage such as “No Smoking” and “Dan-
ger- Flammable liquid” posted?

A quick review of the previous questions 
may reveal one or more areas of our facil-
ity in which we have a problem. Although 
a few of these problems may be occurring, 
we must all be aware of the menace posed 
by our lack of action. We must remain vigi-
lant for improper conditions or improper, 
casual attitudes toward flammable liquids.
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